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The Burden of Silence is the first monograph on Sabbateanism, an early modern Ottoman-Jewish messianic
movement, tracing it from its beginnings during the seventeenth century up to the present day. Initiated by
the Jewish rabbi Sabbatai Sevi, the movement combined Jewish, Islamic, and Christian religious and social
elements and became a transnational phenomenon, spreading througout Afro-Euroasia. When Ottoman
authorities forced Sevi to convert to Islam in 1666, his followers formed messianic crypto-Judeo-Islamic
sects, Dönmes, which played an important role in the modernization and secularization of Ottoman and
Turkish society and, by extension, Middle Eastern society as a whole.

Using Ottoman, Jewish, and European sources, Sisman examines the dissemination and evolution of
Sabbeateanism in engagement with broader topics such as global histories, messianism, mysticism,
conversion, crypto-identities, modernity, nationalism, and memory. By using flexible and multiple identities
to stymie external interference, the crypto-Jewish Dönmes were able to survive despite persecution from
Ottoman authorities, internalizing the Kabbalistic principle of a "burden of silence" according to which
believers keep their secret on pain of spiritual and material punishment, in order to sustain their overtly
Muslim and covertly Jewish identities. Although Dönmes have been increasingly abandoning their religious
identities and embracing (and enhancing) secularism, individualism, and other modern ideas in the Ottoman
Empire and modern Turkey since the nineteenth century, Sisman asserts that, throughout this entire period,
religious and cultural Dönmes continued to adopt the "burden of silence" in order to cope with the challenges
of messianism, modernity, and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Cerrone:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of
the Ottoman-Turkish Dönmes. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-
Turkish Dönmes. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Benjamin Chambers:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the
Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Dönmes will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Elizabeth Jamerson:

The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Dönmes can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-
Turkish Dönmes although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Alex Estepp:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and
the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Dönmes to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the



Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Dönmes can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of their time.
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