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From the Bronze Age mariners of the Mediterranean to contemporary sailors using satellite-based
technologies, the history of navigation at sea, the art of finding a position and setting a course, is fascinating.
The scientific and technological developments that have enabled accurate measurements of position were
central to exploration, trade, and the opening up of new continents, and the resulting journeys taken under
their influence have had a profound influence on world history.

In this Very Short Introduction Jim Bennett looks at the history of navigation, starting with the distinctive
cultures of navigation that are defined geographically - the Mediterranean Sea, and the Pacific, Indian, and
Atlantic Oceans. He shows how the adoption of mathematical methods, the use of instruments, the writing of
textbooks and the publication of charts all combined to create a more standardized practice. Methods such as
longitude-finding by chronometer and lunar distance were complemented by the routine business of
recording courses and reckoning position 'by account'. Bennett also introduces the incredible array of
instruments relied on by sailors, from astrolabes, sextants, and chronometers, to our more modern radio
receivers, electronic equipment, and charts, and highlights the crucial role played by the individual qualities
of endeavor and resourcefulness from mathematicians, scientists, and seamen in finding their way at sea. The
story of navigation combines the societal, the technical, and the human, and it was vital for shaping the
modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Navigation: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You
never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Lisa Marsh:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely
Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Marian Storie:

The book untitled Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice go through.

Stephen Medley:

Beside that Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going
to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and read it from right now!
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