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In Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to Create the National Museum of African American
History and Culture, Robert L. Wilkins tells the story of how his curiosity about why there wasn't a national
museum dedicated to African American history and culture became an obsession-eventually leading him to
quit his job as an attorney when his wife was seven months pregnant with their second child, and make it his
mission to help the museum become a reality. Long Road to Hard Truth chronicles the early history, when
staunch advocates sought to create a monument for Black soldiers fifty years after the end of the Civil War
and in response to the pervasive indignities of the time, including lynching, Jim Crow segregation, and the
slander of the racist film Birth of a Nation. The movement soon evolved to envision creating a national
museum, and Wilkins follows the endless obstacles through the decades, culminating in his honor of
becoming a member of the Presidential Commission that wrote the plan for creating the museum and how,
with support of both Black and White Democrats and Republicans, Congress finally authorized the museum.
In September 2016, exactly 100 years after the movement to create it began, the Smithsonian will open the
National Museum of African American History and Culture. The book's title is inspired in part by James
Baldwin, who testified in Congress in 1968 that "My history… contains the truth about America. It is going
to be hard to teach it." Long Road to Hard Truth concludes that this journey took 100 years because many in
America are unwilling to confront the history of America's legacy of slavery and discrimination, and that the
only reason this museum finally became a reality is that an unlikely, bipartisan coalition of political leaders
had the courage and wisdom to declare that America could not, and should not, continue to evade the hard
truth.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to Create the
National Museum of African American History and Culture. Try to stumble through book Long Road to
Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to Create the National Museum of African American History and Culture
as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Agnes Figueroa:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to
Create the National Museum of African American History and Culture had been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to Create the National Museum of African
American History and Culture is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to Create the National Museum of
African American History and Culture. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Diana Brunswick:

The e-book untitled Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to Create the National Museum of
African American History and Culture is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Long
Road to Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to Create the National Museum of African American History and
Culture from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Alan Trevino:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100
Year Mission to Create the National Museum of African American History and Culture or even others



sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to
put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Long Road to Hard Truth:
The 100 Year Mission to Create the National Museum of African American History and Culture to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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