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For athousand years across the length and breadth of China and beyond, people have burned paper replicas
of valuable things?most often money?for the spirits of deceased family members, ancestors, and myriads of
demons and divinities. Although frequently denigrated as wasteful and vulgar and at times prohibited by
governing elites, today this venerable custom is as popular as ever. Burning Money explores the cultural
logic of this common practice while addressing larger anthropological questions concerning the nature of
value. The heart of the work integrates Chinese and Western thought and analytics to develop atheoretical
framework that the author calls a“materialist aesthetics.” Thisincludes consideration of how the burning of
paper money meshes with other customs in China and around the world.

The work examines the custom in contemporary everyday life, itsoriginsin folklore and history, aswell as
itsrole in common rituals, in the social formations of dynastic and modern times, and as a*“ sacrifice” in the
act of consecrating the paper money before burning it. Here the author suggests agreat divide between the
modern means of cultural reproduction through ideology and reification, with its emphasis on nature and
realism, and previous pre-capitalist means through ritual and mystification, with its emphasis on authenticity.
The final chapters consider how the burning money custom has survived its encounter with the modern
global system and internet technology.

Innovative and original in its interpretation of a common ritual in Chinese popular religion, Burning Money
will be welcomed by scholars and students of Chinese religion as well as comparative religion specialists and
anthropol ogists interested in contemporary socia theory.
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From reader reviews:
Tony Hill:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the
Chinese Lifeworld. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how isimportant a book Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the Chinese Lifeworld. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
read.

Lucille Davis;

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Burning

Money: The Material Spirit of the Chinese Lifeworld suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the Chinese
Lifeworldis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so al of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this reserve. Thisbook will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world within this book.

Haley Berg:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity thisislook different you
can read the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book Burning Money: The Materia Spirit of the Chinese Lifeworld it isvery
good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can
mOore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book features
high quality.

Terrance Pitt:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more smple and reachable. That Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the Chinese Lifeworld can
give you alot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This



guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the
Chinese Lifeworld.
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