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Over a half-century since Ralph Ellison wrote the classic book Invisible Man, black men have been trying to
become visible. In various ways, black men have sought to get the attention of the world. An intense quest to
become seen, heard, and felt has manifested itself in rebellious and counterproductive behavior. Whether it is
the baggy pants, the bandana, the braids in the hair, the earring, or the tattoo, black men have desperately
striven for visibility. Perpetual gang warfare and an overemphasis on living a glamorous lifestyle have
derailed many young black men from achieving success in the U.S.

Author Renford Reese examines how young African American males have unwittingly accepted one model
of black masculinity. The acceptance of this "tough guy" model is having detrimental consequences on an
entire generation of young black men. The book's thesis is supported by a survey the author conducted of
756 African American males from the ages of 13-19 in Los Angeles and Atlanta. This survey attempts to
gauge the attitudes, perceptions, and basic knowledge of young African American men regarding black
public figures. One component of this survey is a Realness Scale that the author constructed. Along with this
survey, interviews were conducted with various young black males to find out why they, or many of their
peers, have embraced the gangsta-thug persona. The results of the survey and interviews are fascinating.

Although the primary focus of this book is on the young black male's acceptance of the gangsta-thug image
and their enthusiastic embrace of society's stereotypes, this book also looks at the unkindness of the system.
One would be naive to dismiss the historical impact of discriminatory policies and the systemic perpetuation
of stereotypes in U.S. society. Hence, this book examines the internal and external influences on the current
black male identity.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

Here thing why this kind of American Paradox: Young Black Men are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as yummy as food or not. American Paradox: Young Black Men giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with American Paradox:
Young Black Men. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of American Paradox: Young Black Men in e-book can be your
substitute.

Alice Walker:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be examine.
American Paradox: Young Black Men can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.

Connie Curtis:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This American Paradox: Young
Black Men is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Anthony Wilson:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this American Paradox: Young Black Men can make you feel more interested to read.
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