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In this engaging new book, Howard Chudacoff describes a special and fascinating world: the urban bachelor
life that took shape in the late nineteenth century, when a significant population of single men migrated to
American cities. Rejecting the restraints and dependence of the nineteenth-century family, bachelors found
sustenance and camaraderie in the boarding houses, saloons, pool halls, cafes, clubs, and other institutions
that arose in response to their increasing numbers. Richly illustrated, anecdotal, and including a unique
analysis of The National Police Gazette (the most outrageous and popular men's publication of the late
nineteenth and the early twentieth century), this book is the first to describe a complex subculture that
continues to affect the larger meanings of manhood and manliness in American society.

The figure of the bachelor--with its emphasis on pleasure, self-indulgence, and public entertainment--was
easily converted by the burgeoning consumer culture at the turn of the century into an ambiguously
appealing image of masculinity. Finding an easy reception in an atmosphere of insecurity about manhood,
that image has outdistanced the circumstances in which it began to flourish and far outlasted the bachelor
culture that produced it. Thus, the idea of the bachelor has retained its somewhat negative but alluring
connotations throughout the rest of the twentieth century. Chudacoff's concluding chapter discusses the
contemporary "singles scene" now developing as the number of single people in urban centers is again
increasing.

By seeing bachelorhood as a stage in life for many and a permanent status for some, Chudacoff recalls a
lifestyle that had a profound impact on society, evoking fear, disdain, repugnance, and at the same time a
sense of romance, excitement, and freedom. The book contributes to gender history, family history, urban
history, and the study of consumer culture and will appeal to anyone curious about American history and
anxious to acquire a new view of a sometimes forgotten but still influential aspect of our national past.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Shaw:

This The Age of the Bachelor book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Age
of the Bachelor without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Age of the Bachelor can bring any time you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Age of
the Bachelor having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Ezra Talbott:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Age of the Bachelor is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Nancy Ochoa:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Age of the Bachelor is
simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

John Wilson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Age of the Bachelor as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Age of
the Bachelor to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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