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In this beautifully realized study, Peter Schäfer investigates the origins of a female manifestation of God in
Jewish mysticism. The search itself is a fascinating exploration of the idea of a feminine divinity. And
Schäfer's surprising but persuasive conclusions yield deeper understanding of the complex but frequently
intimate relationship between Christianity and Judaism--and of the development of religious concepts more
generally.

Toward the end of the twelfth century, a small book titled the Bahir (Light) appeared in Provence. The first
document of Judaism's emerging kabbalistic movement, it introduced a completely new view of God, one
that included a divine potency that was essentially female. This female divinity was portrayed both as a
mediator between Jews and God and as part of the Godhead itself. Examining Judaic history from the
biblical Wisdom tradition to the Middle Ages, Schäfer finds some precedents for the Kabbalah's feminine
divinity. But he cannot account for her forceful appearance in twelfth-century southern France without
reference to the immediate Christian environment, particularly the flourishing veneration of the Virgin Mary.
Indeed, twelfth-century Jews and Christians were simultaneously rediscovering the feminine as an aspect of
the Godhead after having abandoned it in favor of either an abstract, disembodied God or an exclusively
male one.

In proposing that the medieval cult of Mary--rather than eastern Gnosticism--is the appropriate framework
for understanding the feminine elements in Jewish mysticism, Mirror of His Beauty represents a sea change
in Kabbalah and Jewish-Christian cultural studies. It shifts our attention from the Byzantine East to the Latin
Christian West. And in contrast to histories that treat the development of Judaism and Christianity in
isolation, it leads us to a fuller understanding of Jews and Christians living in proximity, aware of each other.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine
Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Antonio Duncan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from
the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Clarine Davidson:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mirror of His Beauty:
Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Michael Short:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images
of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it.
Beside that the e-book Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah
(Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) can to be your friend when you're



feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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