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In this fascinating history of alcohol in postwar American culture, Lori Rotskoff draws on short stories,
advertisements, medical writings, and Hollywood films to investigate how gender norms and ideologies of
marriage intersected with scientific and popular ideas about drinking and alcoholism.

After the repeal of Prohibition in 1933, recreational drinking became increasingly accepted among white,
suburban, middle-class men and women. But excessive or habitual drinking plagued many families. How did
people view the "problem drinkers" in their midst? How did husbands and wives learn to cope within an
"alcoholic marriage"? And how was drinking linked to broader social concerns during the Great Depression,
World War II, and the Cold War era?

By the 1950s, Rotskoff explains, mental health experts, movie producers, and members of self-help groups
like Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon helped bring about a shift in the public perception of alcoholism
from "sin" to "sickness." Yet alcoholism was also viewed as a family problem that expressed gender-role
failure for both women and men. On the silver screen (in movies such as The Lost Weekend and The Best
Years of Our Lives) and on the printed page (in stories by such writers as John Cheever), in hospitals and at
Twelve Step meetings, chronic drunkenness became one of the most pressing public health issues of the day.

Shedding new light on the history of gender, marriage, and family life from the 1920s through the 1960s, this
innovative book also opens new perspectives on the history of leisure and class affiliation, attitudes toward
consumerism and addiction, and the development of a therapeutic culture.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Wilson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-
World War II America (Gender and American Culture) as your daily resource information.

Carl Adams:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
definitely Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America (Gender and
American Culture).

James Murray:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America (Gender and
American Culture) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative
person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life with this book Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World
War II America (Gender and American Culture). You can more pleasing than now.

John Schreiber:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol
in Post-World War II America (Gender and American Culture) to make your own reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Love on the Rocks:
Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America (Gender and American Culture) can to be your



new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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