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'Suddently, at about one o'clock in the morning, there was a sharp, unbearably explicit knock on the door.
'They've come for Osip', I said'. In 1933 the poet Osip Mandelstam- friend to Boris Pasternak and Anna
Akhmatova- wrote a spirited satire denouncing Josef Stalin. It proved to be a sixteen-line death sentence. For
his one act of defiance he was arrested by the Cheka, the secret police, interrogated, exiled and eventually re-
arrested. He died en route to one of Stalin's labour camps. His wife, Nadezhda (1899-1980) was with him on
both occasions when he was arrested, and she loyally accompanied him into exile in the Urals, where he
wrote his last great poems. Although his mind had been unbalanced by his ordeal in prison, his spirit
remained unbroken. Eager to solve 'the Mandelstam problem', the Soviet authorities invited the couple to
stay in a rest home near Moscow. Nadezhda saw it as an opportunity for her husband to mend his shattered
life, but it was a trap and he was arrested for the last time. 'My case will never be closed', Osip once said, and
it is mostly through the courageous efforts of Nadezhda that his memory has been preserved. Hope against
Hope, her first volume of memoirs, is a vivid and disturbing account of her last four years with her husband,
the efforts she made to secure his release, to rescue his manuscripts from oblivion, and later, tragically, to
discover the truth about his mysterious death. It is also a harrowing, first-hand account of how Stalin and his
henchmen persecuted Russia's literary intelligentsia in the 1930s and beyond. Nadezhda Mandelstam spent
most of the Second World War in Tashkent, living with her friend Akhmatova. Only in 1964 was she at last
granted permission to return to Moscow. Here she began Hope against Hope, and later Hope Abandoned, the
two memoirs of her life.
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From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions). Try to make the book
Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you
really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Brandy Greenawalt:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press
Editions), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

John Casale:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Hope Against Hope (Harvill
Press Editions) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you could pick Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) become your own starter.

Tony Jacobson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) was filled concerning science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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