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An insightful examination of the impact of the Civil Rights Movement and African Independence on jazz in
the 1950s and 60s, Freedom Sounds traces the complex relationships among music, politics, aesthetics, and
activism through the lens of the hot button racial and economic issues of the time. Ingrid Monson illustrates
how the contentious and soul-searching debates in the Civil Rights, African Independence, and Black Power
movements shaped aesthetic debates and exerted a moral pressure on musicians to take action. Throughout,
her arguments show how jazz musicians' quest for self-determination as artists and human beings also led to
fascinating and far reaching musical explorations and a lasting ethos of social critique and transcendence.

Across a broad body of issues of cultural and political relevance, Freedom Sounds considers the discursive,
structural, and practical aspects of life in the jazz world in the 1950s and 1960s. In domestic politics, Monson
explores the desegregation of the American Federation of Musicians, the politics of playing to segregated
performance venues in the 1950s, the participation of jazz musicians in benefit concerts, and strategies of
economic empowerment. Issues of transatlantic importance such as the effects of anti-colonialism and
African nationalism on the politics and aesthetics of the music are also examined, from Paul Robeson's
interest in Africa, to the State Department jazz tours, to the interaction of jazz musicians such Art Blakey and
Randy Weston with African and African diasporic aesthetics.

Monson deftly explores musicians' aesthetic agency in synthesizing influential forms of musical expression
from a multiplicity of stylistic and cultural influences--African American music, popular song, classical
music, African diasporic aesthetics, and other world musics--through examples from cool jazz, hard bop,
modal jazz, and the avant-garde. By considering the differences between aesthetic and socio-economic
mobility, she presents a fresh interpretation of debates over cultural ownership, racism, reverse racism, and
authenticity.

Freedom Sounds will be avidly read by students and academics in musicology, ethnomusicology,
anthropology, popular music, African American Studies, and African diasporic studies, as well as fans of
jazz, hip hop, and African American music.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Wilson:

The book Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Freedom
Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Della Ferguson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to
Jazz and Africa is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Antonio Mock:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book features high quality.

Nick Gulbranson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa this e-book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can



the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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