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Understanding Tolstoy recreates Tolstoy’s lifelong artistic and spiritual journey, taking readers to the core of
the writer’s world through nuanced close readings of his major novels and novellas. Andrew D. Kaufman’s
broad and accessible analysis of Tolstoy’s work speaks to the ways in which Tolstoy, despite living in a
manner far removed from the experiences of most modern-day Americans, is still applicable and
contemporary.

From a reconstruction of Olenin’s search for truth in The Cossacks to an illuminating analysis of Hadji-
Murat’s tragic last stand, Understanding Tolstoy brings to life the fascinating parallels between Tolstoy’s
personal quest and his characters’ journeys. Whether writing about the ballrooms and battlefields of War and
Peace or the spectrum of sexual and spiritual attachments in Anna Karenina, Tolstoy emerges as a vital,
searching artist who continually grows and surprises us, yet is driven by a single, unchanging belief in
universal human truths.

Understanding Tolstoy is a treasure trove of critical and philosophical insights that will appeal to Tolstoy
aficionados of all kinds, from advanced scholars to undergraduate students. The book offers an eminently
readable guide to those entering Tolstoy’s world for the first time or the tenth, and it invites them to grapple
alongside the writer and his characters with the most urgent existential questions of our time, and all times.
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From reader reviews:

John Keys:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Understanding Tolstoy. Try to face the book Understanding Tolstoy as
your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Amy Nichols:

The book Understanding Tolstoy gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Understanding Tolstoy for being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book
Understanding Tolstoy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Sandra Forester:

The book Understanding Tolstoy will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to
you. The book Understanding Tolstoy is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Norma Baumgarten:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Understanding Tolstoy is simple to
bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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