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A misunderstood and sometimes maligned figure, Vincent Massey was one of Canada's most influential
cultural policy-makers and art patrons. Best known as Canada's first native-born Governor General, he
chaired the landmark Royal Commission on National Development in the Arts, Letters, and Sciences that led
to the creation of the Canada Council. The Force of Culture examines Massey's notion of culture, its
conflicted roots in late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century Canadian Protestant thought, and
Massey's transformation into a champion of culture as a bastion of Canadian sovereignty.

Karen Finlay's study goes beyond existing literature by examining the role of Massey's Methodist upbringing
in instilling an education gospel as the bedrock of culture and the foundation of a national citizenry. The
study also reassesses Massey's reputation as a supporter of the fine arts. Steeped in Methodism, his attitudes
towards the arts were ambiguous. He never adopted a purely art-for-art's sake doctrine, but came to
understand that the arts, without being moralizing, could serve a moral and cultural purpose: the expression
and affirmation of national character and sovereignty.

As well as charting Massey's evolving attitudes towards culture and the arts, Finlay attempts to redress the
common charges of sexism, elitism, and anglophonism levelled against him. Finlay stresses Massey's
contradictory views on issues relating to gender, race, and class, outweighed by the ongoing legacy of his
belief in Canadian cultural diversity. Above all, Massey valorized the principles of excellence and diversity
as twin antidotes to the anathema of conformity and cultural homogenization. The tenet Massey sought to
honour, pertaining deeply to the collective and moral nature of humanism in Canada, Finlay argues, was
community without uniformity. The Force of Culture shows that Massey was, in certain respects, a
democratizer and even a populist, who believed that difference need not divide.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Collins:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Force of Culture: Vincent Massey
and Canadian Sovereignty will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book
with you?

Michael Patterson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Force of Culture: Vincent Massey and Canadian
Sovereignty why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Oscar Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Force of
Culture: Vincent Massey and Canadian Sovereignty.

Bobbie Freeman:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Force of Culture: Vincent Massey and
Canadian Sovereignty to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
read it. Beside that the reserve The Force of Culture: Vincent Massey and Canadian Sovereignty can to be
your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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