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A comprehensive history with descriptions of the world's most significant aircraft employed as "eyes
in the sky."

For as long as there has been sustained heavier-than-air human flight, airplanes have been used to gather
information about our adversaries. Less than a decade after the Wright Brothers flew at Kitty Hawk, Italian
pilots were keeping tabs on Turkish foes in Libya. Today, aircraft with specialized designs and sensory
equipment still cruise the skies, spying out secrets in the never-ending quest for an upper hand.

Spyplanes tackles the sprawling legacy of manned aerial reconnaissance, from hot air balloons to cloth-and-
wood biplanes puttering over the Western Front, and on through every major world conflict, culminating
with spyplanes cruising at supersonic speeds 85,000 feet above the Earth's surface. Authors Norman Polmar
and John Bessette offer a concise yet comprehensive overview history of aerial recon, exploring
considerations such as spyplanes in military doctrine, events like the Cuban Missile Crisis and the downing
of Francis Gary Powers' U-2, the 1992 Open Skies Treaty, and the USAF's Big Safari program.

Polmar and Bessette, along with a roster of respected aviation journalists, also profile 70 renowned fixed-
wing spyplanes from World I right up to the still-conceptual hypersonic SR-72. The authors examine the
design, development, and service history of each aircraft, and offer images and specification boxes that detail
vital stats for each. Included are purpose-built spyplanes, as well as legendary fighters and bombers that have
been retrofitted for the purpose. In addition, the authors feature preliminary chapters discussing the history of
aerial surveillance and a host of sidebars that explore considerations such as spyplanes in military doctrine,
events like the Cuban missile crisis and the downing of Francis Gary Powers' U-2, the 1992 Open Skies
Treaty, and the USAF's current Big Safari program.

From prop-driven to jet-powered aircraft, this is the ultimate history and reference to those "eyes in the
skies" that have added mind-bending technologies, not to mention an element of intrigue, to military aviation
for more than a century.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Spyplanes: The Illustrated Guide to Manned Reconnaissance and Surveillance Aircraft
from World War I to Today.

Albert Jones:

This Spyplanes: The Illustrated Guide to Manned Reconnaissance and Surveillance Aircraft from World War
I to Today are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why
of this Spyplanes: The Illustrated Guide to Manned Reconnaissance and Surveillance Aircraft from World
War I to Today can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Spyplanes: The Illustrated Guide to Manned Reconnaissance and
Surveillance Aircraft from World War I to Today forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Karen Lambert:

Exactly why? Because this Spyplanes: The Illustrated Guide to Manned Reconnaissance and Surveillance
Aircraft from World War I to Today is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Bradley Ray:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Spyplanes: The Illustrated Guide to Manned Reconnaissance and Surveillance Aircraft from World War I to
Today your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then



become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Spyplanes: The
Illustrated Guide to Manned Reconnaissance and Surveillance Aircraft from World War I to Today giving
you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better
life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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