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The first book-length study of the relationship between science and theater during the long eighteenth
century in Britain, The Theater of Experiment explores the crucial role of spectacle in the establishment of
modern science by analyzing how eighteenth-century science was "staged" in a double sense. On the one
hand, this study analyzes science in performance: the way that science and scientists were made a public
spectacle in comedies, farces, and pantomimes for purposes that could range from the satiric to the
pedagogic to the hagiographic. But this book also considers the way in which these plays laid bare science as
performance: that is, the way that eighteenth-century science was itself a kind of performing art, subject to
regimes of stagecraft that traversed the laboratory, the lecture hall, the anatomy theater, and the public stage.
Not only did the representation of natural philosophy in eighteenth-century plays like Thomas Shadwell's
Virtuoso, Aphra Behn's The Emperor of the Moon, Susanna Centlivre's The Basset Table, and John Rich's
Necromancer, or Harelequin Doctor Faustus, influence contemporary debates over the role that
experimental science was to play public life, the theater shaped the very form that science itself was to take.
By disciplining, and ultimately helping to legitimate, experimental philosophy, the eighteenth-century stage
helped to naturalize an epistemology based on self-evident, decontextualized facts that might speak for
themselves. In this, the stage and the lab jointly fostered an Enlightenment culture of spectacle that
transformed the conditions necessary for the production and dissemination of scientific knowledge. Precisely
because Enlightenment public science initiatives, taking their cue from the public stages, came to embrace
the stagecraft and spectacle that Restoration natural philosophy sought to repress from the scene of
experimental knowledge production, eighteenth-century science organized itself around not the sober,
masculine "modest witness" of experiment but the sentimental, feminized, eager observer of scientific
performance.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Richards:

This The Theater of Experiment: Staging Natural Philosophy in Eighteenth-Century Britain book is simply
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This The Theater of Experiment: Staging Natural Philosophy in
Eighteenth-Century Britain without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Theater of Experiment: Staging Natural Philosophy in
Eighteenth-Century Britain can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The Theater of Experiment: Staging
Natural Philosophy in Eighteenth-Century Britain having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Paul Ring:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Theater of Experiment: Staging Natural Philosophy in Eighteenth-Century Britain, it is
possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Mary Benoit:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Theater of Experiment: Staging Natural Philosophy in Eighteenth-Century Britain.

Jessie Loudermilk:

The e-book with title The Theater of Experiment: Staging Natural Philosophy in Eighteenth-Century Britain
includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This



particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.
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