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British artist Francis Bacon (1909-1992), one of the foremost artists of the 20th century, is known for his
expressive figurative paintings. Perhaps Bacon's most famous image - the so-called "screaming pope" in
Study after Vel zquez's Portrait of Pope Innocent X (1953) - became the touchstone for the longest series of
paintings in his career, the Papal Portraits of 1953. In 1953 "haunted and obsessed by the image...by its
perfection", Bacon sought to reinvent Vel zquez's 17th-century Portrait of Pope Innocent X (1650) in the
paintings that are the focus of this book. Francis Bacon replaced the grand, official state portrait with an
intimate, spontaneous "candid camera" glimpse behind the well-ordered exterior. While the Spanish master
Vel zquez portayed the pope ex cathedra, Bacon captured him in camera, as if behind a closed door or
through a one-way mirror. This series of eight papal portraits, painted during a period of just a few weeks in
the summer of 1953, was brought together for the first time by noted Bacon scholar Hugh M. Davies for a
1999 exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego, along with several other works from the
same period, including Sphinx I and two Study after Vel zquez paintings from 1950. This book includes an
essay by Davies, discussing the artist's influences and sources of imagery for the series, and a previously
unpublished interview that Davies conducted with Bacon in 1973.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

The book Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Francis Bacon: The Papal
Portraits of 1953? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Francis
Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin Porter:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Francis Bacon:
The Papal Portraits of 1953 to read.

John Starr:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 is
simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Duane Vega:

Beside this kind of Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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