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Abu Tammam (d. 231 or 232 H/845 or 846 AD) is one of the most celebrated poets in the Arabic language.
Born in Syria of Greek Christian background, he soon made his name as one of the premier Arabic poets in
the caliphal court of Baghdad. Abu Tammam vigorously promoted a new style of poetry that merged abstract
and complex imagery with archaic Bedouin language. Both highly controversial and extremely popular, Abu
Tammam’s sophisticated verse epitomized the “modern style” (badi) that influenced all subsequent Arabic
and Arabic-inspired poetry—an avant-garde aesthetic that was very much in step with the intellectual, artistic
and cultural vibrancy of the Abbasid dynasty.

In The Life and Times of Abu Tammam, translated into English for the first time, the courtier and scholar Abu
Bakr Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Suli (d. 335 or 336 H/946 or 947 AD) mounts a robust defense of “modern”
poetry and of Abu Tammam’s significance as a poet against his detractors, while painting a lively picture of
literary life in Baghdad and Samarra. Born into an illustrious family of Turkish origin, al-Suli was a courtier,
companion, and tutor of the Abbasid caliphs who wrote extensively on caliphal history and poetry and, as a
scholar of “modern” poets, made indelible contributions to the field of Arabic literature. Like the poet it
promotes, al-Suli’s text is groundbreaking; it represents a major step in the development of Arabic poetics,
and inaugurates a long line of treatises on innovation in poetry.
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From reader reviews:

David Robinson:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Life and Times of Abu Tammam (Library of Arabic
Literature). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important some sort of book The Life and Times of Abu Tammam (Library of Arabic Literature). You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Gerald Morin:

The reason why? Because this The Life and Times of Abu Tammam (Library of Arabic Literature) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Andrew Joy:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Life and Times of Abu
Tammam (Library of Arabic Literature) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The
Life and Times of Abu Tammam (Library of Arabic Literature) as good book but not only by the cover but
also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Steven Allen:

This The Life and Times of Abu Tammam (Library of Arabic Literature) is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this
The Life and Times of Abu Tammam (Library of Arabic Literature) can be the light food for you because the
information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is



reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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