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In this groundbreaking book, the first Navajo to earn a doctorate in history seeks to rewrite Navajo history.
Reared on the Navajo Nation in New Mexico and Arizona, Jennifer Nez Denetdale is the great-great-great-
granddaughter of awell-known Navgjo chief, Manuelito (1816-1894), and his nearly unknown wife, Juanita
(1845-1910). Stimulated in part by seeing photographs of these ancestors, she began to explore her family
history as away of examining broader issues in Navajo historiography.

Here she presents a thought-provoking examination of the construction of the history of the Navajo people
(Diné, in the Navajo language) that underlines the dichotomy between Navajo and non-Navajo perspectives
on the Diné past. Reclaiming Diné History has two primary objectives. First, Denetdale interrogates histories
that privilege Manuelito and marginalize Juanitain order to demonstrate some of the ways that writing about
the Diné has been biased by non-Navajo views of assimilation and gender. Second, she reveals how Navajo
narratives, including oral histories and stories kept by matrilineal clans, serve as vehicles to convey Navajo
beliefs and values.

By scrutinizing stories about Juanita, she both underscores the centrality of women’srolesin Navajo society
and illustrates how oral tradition has been used to organize social units, connect Navajos to the land, and
interpret the past. She argues that these same stories, read with an awareness of Navajo creation narratives,
reveal previously unrecognized Navajo perspectives on the past. And she contends that a similarly culture-
sensitive re-viewing of the Diné can lead to the production of a Navajo-centered history.
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From reader reviews:
Carrie Grogan:

This book untitled Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanita to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of
benefit init. You will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book shop or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Terry White:

This Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanitais great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who aways deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or
we can declare no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole detailsinit.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanita
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , thisreally is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

L oren Benton:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Reclaiming Diné History: The
Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanitais simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tina McKinney:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you
must do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of
Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanita. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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