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"I smoked my first cigarette when | was six years old.... Now where the hell can | get a cigarette?"

The year is 1949 and Nora, a prickly, strong-willed survivor of the Holocaust, has just walked off the boat in
Haifa with her German daughter-in-law, Louisa. Nora expects to be met by her cousin Bela, a Zionist
pioneer she has loved since they were children. But Belafailsto appear, and the women enter an absorption
camp for immigrants to await an uncertain future. How will they fit into a society that does not believein
looking back? Louisa, the German, proves agenius at self-invention,in many ways the perfect Isragli. Nora,
the survivor, continues to search for Bela--who may not want to be found--and responds to her new home
with acranky and ironic distance that rises like awall of barbed wire. What is she protecting behind that
wall? The past, and its secrets.

In Louisa, Simone Zelitch bringsto life, with all the authority and inventive power of an old master, a story
of hidden passion, broken dreams, and unexpected reconciliation. Stranded in a new land that asks them to
look to the future, both women are forced to face the past and the responsibility each bears for what they
have lost. Nora knows how to survive. Louisa must teach her how to forgive.
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From reader reviews:
Solomon Pepper:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhileisreading. That's
why, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific L ouisa book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Dorothy Shuler:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyoneis you don't know what type you should start with. This Louisais our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Larisa Nagle:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be read. Louisa can be your answer asit can be read by an individual who have those short
extratime problems.

Thomas White:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Louisa provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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