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Accessories to Modernity explores the ways in which feminine fashion accessories, such as cashmere shawls,
parasols, fans, and handbags, became essential instruments in the bourgeois idealization of womanhood in
nineteenth-century France. Considering how these fashionable objects were portrayed in fashion journals and
illustrations, as well as fiction, the book explores the histories and cultural weight of the objects themselves
and offers fresh readings of works by Balzac, Flaubert, and Zola, some of the most widely read novels of the
period.

As social boundaries were becoming more and more fluid in the nineteenth century, one effort to impose
order over the looming confusion came, in the case of women, through fashion, and the fashion accessory
thus became an ever more crucial tool through which social distinction could be created, projected, and
maintained. Looking through the lens of fashion, Susan Hiner explores the interplay of imperialist expansion
and domestic rituals, the assertion of privilege in the face of increasing social mobility, gendering practices
and their relation to social hierarchies, and the rise of commodity culture and woman's paradoxical status as
both consumer and object within it.

Through her close focus on these luxury objects, Hiner reframes the feminine fashion accessory as a key
symbol of modernity that bridges the erotic and proper, the domestic and exotic, and mass production and the
work of art while making a larger claim about the "accessory" status—in terms of both complicity and
subordination—of bourgeois women in nineteenth-century France. Women were not simply passive
bystanders but rather were themselves accessories to the work of modernity from which they were ostensibly
excluded.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Reeves:

The book Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century France gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make looking at a book Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century
France to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book
Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century France. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Wilma Shay:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine
in Nineteenth-Century France is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Holly Walker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century
France it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book possesses high quality.

Diana Slama:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century France can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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