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High modernism is accepted shorthand for the core phase of literary modernism in the 1920s, when Eliot,
Joyce, Pound, Woolf, Mann, Kafka, Proust, Gide, and others published pivotal works. While there is
consensus about the term's meaning, the value and significance of the works it designates are highly
contested. For advocates who helped establish its place in the canon, the works of high modernism mark the
culmination of literature as high art, while other critics see them as elitist, inaccessible, patriarchal,
imperialist, reactionary. Despite this wide range of judgments, all take for granted that high modernism's
main features are aestheticist: formal innovation and detachment from history, society, and politics. This
book reconsiders that supposition, arguing that high modernist texts epitomize performativity, that is, that
they transcend the quiescence of literary aesthetics and affect the extratextual world. Writers such as Kafka,
Woolf, Mann, and Faulkner privilege form not as an end in itself but as a means to empower the
sociopolitical function of literature. By exploring the performative role of literary works fromthe 1920s, this
book provides a more nuanced understanding of high modernism and resituates it within literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Perry Payne:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book High Modernism
(Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture). All type of book could you see on many options.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Elmer Dooley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture), you could tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-
book.

Juan Crowe:

The book untitled High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
learn.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
High Modernism (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) we can have more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book High Modernism
(Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture). You can more appealing than now.
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