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Carlos Kleiber (1930-2004) was the greatest conductor of his generation. His reputation is legendary, and yet
astonishingly, in his five decades on the podium, he conducted only 89 concerts, some 600 opera
performances, and produced 12 recordings. How did someone who worked so little compared to his peers
achieve so much?

Between his relatively small output and well-known aversion to publicity, many came to regard Kleiber as
reclusive and remote, bordering on unapproachable. But in 1989 a conducting student at Stanford University
wrote him a letter, and an unusual thing occurred: the world-renowned conductor replied. And so began a
15-year correspondence, study, and friendship by mail.

Drawing heavily on this decade-and-a-half exchange, Corresponding with Carlos is the first English-
language biography of Kleiber ever written. Charles Barber offers unique insights into how Kleiber worked
based on their long and detailed correspondence. This biography by one friend of another considers, among
other matters, Kleiber's singular aesthetic, his playful and often erudite sense of humor, his reputation for
perfectionism, his much-studied baton technique, and the famous concert and opera performances he
conducted.

Comic and compelling, Corresponding with Carlos explores the great conductor's musical lineage and the
contemporary contexts in which he worked. It repudiates myths that inevitably crop up around genius and
reflects on Kleiber's contribution to modern musical performance. This biography is ideal for musicians,
scholars, and anyone with a special love of the great classical music tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Corresponding with Carlos: A Biography of Carlos Kleiber? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Pamela Bradley:

The publication with title Corresponding with Carlos: A Biography of Carlos Kleiber contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Celia Norton:

Corresponding with Carlos: A Biography of Carlos Kleiber can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Corresponding with
Carlos: A Biography of Carlos Kleiber nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Rickie Miller:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Corresponding with Carlos: A Biography of Carlos
Kleiber can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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