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In 1729, Marc-Antoine Lamerenx, a minor French nobleman, set sail for Saint-Domingue. Twenty years
later, peasant Jean Mouscardy also made the long and difficult journey to Saint-Domingue. Although the
men were not related and had little in common, they hailed from the same Pyrenean town, La Bastide
Clairence. In the New World, they both settled in Saint-Martin-du-Dondon, where they made their fortunes
growing coffee. After the Haitian slave revolt uprooted them, some of their descendants stayed in Haiti and
took part in building the new nation. Others took refuge in France, started businesses in New Orleans, or
transferred their slaves and their Haitian experience to new coffee plantations in Cuba.

Wealth and Disaster follows the emigrant Lamerenx and Mouscardy families over three generations and
various locations across the Caribbean. Pierre Force traces their white and mixed-race descendants from the
early-eighteenth to the mid-nineteenth centuries and over decades of comings and goings between their
French ancestral town and Saint-Domingue, Cuba, and New Orleans. A chance encounter in a French
archive led Force to uncover an epic saga, a fascinating and character-driven story of pirates, revolution,
staggering riches, financial ruination, natural disaster, harsh imprisonment, and the rise of the plantation
economy.

By observing the circulation of a few individuals between the Pyrenees and the Caribbean, Force is able to
show how these two worlds became interconnected. Arguing that who emigrated and how depended on one’s
position in the Pyrenean house-based system, Force also reveals how capital accumulation in Saint-
Domingue relied on Pyrenean networks and how, in turn, wealth acquired in America changed the rules of
the game back home. An exciting and accessible history, Wealth and Disaster offers riveting insight into the
matrimonial strategies and inheritance customs of French rural society and the resulting choices to emigrate
or to stay.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Smith:

Typically the book Wealth and Disaster will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Wealth and Disaster is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Madeline Pastrana:

The publication untitled Wealth and Disaster is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Wealth and Disaster from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Odis Hillyard:

Wealth and Disaster can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
set every word into joy arrangement in writing Wealth and Disaster however doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Michelle Dewees:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book Wealth and Disaster we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Wealth and Disaster. You can more attractive than now.
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