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Dust jacket notes: "Traditional Japanese domestic architecture is epitomized in the minka: the houses of the
common people built during the feudal age that preceded Japan's entry into the modern world in the late
nineteenth century. Of the many forms in which the Japanese architectural genius has expressed itself,
probably none has more immediate appeal for the Westerner than these commoners' dwellings in country and
in town. Their functional beauty and quiet understatement reflect a tradition of design and craftsmanship that
commands the admiration of professional architect and layman alike. In fact, modern architects, both
Japanese and Western, have found in the minka a source of inspiration for new concepts of design and the
effective use of space....[T]hey embody the ideals of Japanese domestic architecture in their most vital form.
In a word, the minka is the essentiail Japanese house. In this engagingly written and generously illustrated
book, the reader is introduced to the minka in all its significant aspects: its place in Japanese architectural
history and in the social scene of the feudal age, its structural variety, its adaptation to environmental
conditions, its role as a symbol of social status, and its functional and aesthetic values. At the same time, the
book gives appropriate attention to the people who built these houses and lived in them - the farmers, the
townsmen, the merchants, the lower-level government officials, the innkeepers, the less affluent samurai -
and to the variations in structure and style determined by the occupations and preferences of the owners. Of
particular interest is the wealth of detail in which the distinguishing features of the minka style are presented
and discussed. The abundant photographs (19 in full color and well over 100 in black and white), drawings,
and other illustrations cover the full range of achievement in the minka form during some three centuries."
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From reader reviews:

Mark Thomas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Traditional Domestic Architecture of Japan (Heibonsha Survey of
Japanese Art, Vol. 21). Try to make book Traditional Domestic Architecture of Japan (Heibonsha Survey of
Japanese Art, Vol. 21) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mamie Perkins:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has
to answer that question since just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Traditional
Domestic Architecture of Japan (Heibonsha Survey of Japanese Art, Vol. 21) to read.

Nicholas Mishler:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Traditional Domestic Architecture of Japan (Heibonsha
Survey of Japanese Art, Vol. 21) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jacob Brown:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Traditional Domestic
Architecture of Japan (Heibonsha Survey of Japanese Art, Vol. 21) can be the response, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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