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In 1857, a group of young people who had participated in an orgy in a private mansion was sentenced for
contempt of public decency (outrage public à la pudeur) because a curious voyeur was able to watch them
from the outside through a keyhole. In 1893, students who organised the Quat'z'Arts ball declared a 'war of
the nude' against the courts by demanding that certain forms of public nudity be considered chaste. In the
1960s, a passionate debate ensued on whether women bathing topless on French beaches constituted indecent
exposure. For Marcela Iacub, the crux of each of these debates hinges on where the public ends and the
private begins, and what one can reveal and what one ought to hide.

Through an analysis that blends the law, architecture, literature and psychiatry, this book tells the story of
public decency. We discover how the law has long exerted control over sexuality by distributing the visible
world between illegal and legal domains with regard to certain behaviours, thus transforming real spaces into
institutional and political spaces. Today, the term pudeur has disappeared from the French penal code to be
replaced by Sex. But, far from being an epic story of hard-won freedom, Iacub demonstrates that the
transformation techniques used by the State in the last two centuries have rendered sexuality into a spectacle
and have conditioned our spaces, our clothes, our comportment and even some of our mental illnesses. In so
doing, Iacub offers us a politico-legal history of the gaze.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Through the keyhole: A history of sex, space and public
modesty in modern France (Studies in Modern French History). Try to make the book Through the keyhole:
A history of sex, space and public modesty in modern France (Studies in Modern French History) as your
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

James Williams:

This Through the keyhole: A history of sex, space and public modesty in modern France (Studies in Modern
French History) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Through the
keyhole: A history of sex, space and public modesty in modern France (Studies in Modern French History)
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Sharon Scott:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and soon. The Through the keyhole: A history of sex, space and public modesty in
modern France (Studies in Modern French History) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Shirley Pedro:

You can find this Through the keyhole: A history of sex, space and public modesty in modern France
(Studies in Modern French History) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you



just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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