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Why have the great revolutionary leaders of modern times—from Robespierre to Lenin and Mao Tse-
tung—so often been ascetics, austere "puritans" with few emotional ties? What functions, political as well as
personal, do these ascetic traits perform for the modern revolutionary leader and for his followers?

Noted historian and author Bruce Mazlish is convinced that, beginning in the nineteenth century, the needs
of modernizing revolutions have produced a distinct new type of political leader, the revolutionary ascetic.
This individual’s denial of personal pleasures and commitments both enables him to perform politically
necessary, if personally repulsive, revolutionary acts, and to command the allegiance of his more worldly
followers.

Starting with Cromwell and the religious ascetics of the Puritan Revolution, Mazlish shows, in a series of
fascinating personality sketches, how this asceticism first became secularized with the French Revolution
and then in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries was put to the service of a new kind of "total" modernizing
revolution in Russia, China, and elsewhere. In two remarkably vivid portraits of Lenin and Mao Tse-tung,
Mazlish shows us precisely how two of the century’s best-known revolutionaries consciously and
unconsciously used their personal asceticism to induce revolutionary change.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Mason:

This The Revolutionary Ascetic: Evolution of a Political Type book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of The Revolutionary Ascetic: Evolution of a Political Type without we realize teach the one
who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Revolutionary Ascetic:
Evolution of a Political Type can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Revolutionary Ascetic:
Evolution of a Political Type having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Gregory Anderson:

The actual book The Revolutionary Ascetic: Evolution of a Political Type will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Revolutionary Ascetic: Evolution of a
Political Type is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Eugene Meunier:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book The Revolutionary Ascetic: Evolution of a Political Type it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Ian Sharpless:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book The Revolutionary Ascetic: Evolution of a Political Type. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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