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The story of how modern dance developed in America as told by one of its premier performers, teachers, and
choreographers.
 
May O’Donnell (1906-2004) was one of the Martha Graham Contemporary Dance Company’s most
successful soloists during its pioneer days. Because of her strong presence and equally strong technique,
Graham entrusted O’Donnell to create her own roles in such notable Graham works as Appalachian Spring
and Hériodiade. As a choreographer, O’Donnell was the first American to create dances of musical
abstraction (before such a word was used in the world of dance), freeing the modern dancer from themes,
storylines, and dramatic passion. She was also a sought-after teacher, and her famous students include Robert
Joffrey, Ben Vereen, Gerald Arpino, Dudley Williams, and many others. Today, more than 50 of her
documented works are performed and her technique is taught throughout Europe and the United States.
Based on extensive interviews with O’Donnell herself, Marian Horosko brings the story of this extraordinary
yet unheralded 60-year career to light for the first time. O’Donnell’s personal memories—from her early
training in California, to tours with José Limón, to the creation of her signature work, Suspension, to her
collaborations with composer-husband Ray Green—and unpublished photographs from the artist’s personal
archives provide a first-hand account of American modern dance coming into its own during the crucial
period of the 1920s through the1980s. Horosko has also included the first available syllabus of O’Donnell’s
technique as an intermediate class.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Chretien:

Here thing why this kind of May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with May O'Donnell:
Modern Dance Pioneer. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer in e-book can be your alternate.

Evelyn Nielson:

Often the book May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer will bring you to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this
book very ideal to you. The book May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Kathi Adamo:

Beside this specific May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from
currently!

Kimberly Casselman:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book May O'Donnell: Modern Dance Pioneer. You
can more attractive than now.
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