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What makes a work of literature readable? This book asks that question of one of the classics of Japanese
literature, the Tsurezuregusa (Essays in Idleness) by Kenko (1283-1352), a collection of brief, fragmentary
reflections on a number of subjects. In Japanese literary history the work is classified as one of the first
collections of zuihitsu, or informal essay. This first extended critical treatment of Tsurezuregusa goes back to
its author and his time to rebuild the discursive world of the early fourteenth century and to examine such
matters as whether genre labels assist reading or obscure significant comparisons and contexts.

The book presents compelling arguments against considering Tsurezuregusa as an example of zuihitsu;
instead, the text is treated as a deliberate, controlled effort by Kenko to force the reader to confront the
impermanent and contingent nature of existence through experiencing the text. The book develops this view
by studying the collaborative strategies operating between writers and readers in medieval Japan, the
intellectual intent and devices of Kenko's text, and the many kinds of writing on which it draws. We learn
how a text with a commitment to shaping responses to the world is simultaneously dedicated to exploding
the reader's identification with the presumably unchanging facts of existence.

The aesthetics of impermanence (mujo), central to medieval Japanese thinking, emerges not only as what
writing is about but also as a means to demonstrate and to encourage the enactment of aesthetics by readers.
Thus, a work that seems formless, to have little structure, is shown to be so in the interest of form, that is, of
conveying a clear meaning to its audience. Or, to express it with a more Buddhist inflection amenable to
Kenko, although the form that we can perceive is contingent on conditions and is hence formless, the fact of
form continues to matter absolutely. Both literature and the nature of existence are readable because of the
interplay of provisional and absolute truths, of the writer's and the reader's approaches to texts.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Formless in Form: Kenko, Tsurezuregusa and
the Rhetoric of Japanese Fragmentary Prose was making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Formless in Form: Kenko,
Tsurezuregusa and the Rhetoric of Japanese Fragmentary Prose is not only giving you much more new
information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book Formless in Form: Kenko, Tsurezuregusa and the Rhetoric of
Japanese Fragmentary Prose. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Kenneth Roberts:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Formless in Form: Kenko, Tsurezuregusa and the
Rhetoric of Japanese Fragmentary Prose as the daily resource information.

Doris Moreno:

This book untitled Formless in Form: Kenko, Tsurezuregusa and the Rhetoric of Japanese Fragmentary Prose
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your
list.

Rose Duprey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Formless in Form: Kenko,
Tsurezuregusa and the Rhetoric of Japanese Fragmentary Prose publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still skepticism Formless in Form: Kenko, Tsurezuregusa and the Rhetoric of Japanese
Fragmentary Prose as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can
break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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