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A democracy falters when most of its citizens are uninformed or misinformed, when misinformation affects
political decisions and actions, or when political actors foment misinformation—the state of affairs the
United States faces today, as this timely book makes painfully clear. In Do Facts Matter? Jennifer L.
Hochschild and Katherine Levine Einstein start with Thomas Jefferson’s ideal citizen, who knows and uses
correct information to make policy or political choices. What, then, the authors ask, are the consequences if
citizens are informed but do not act on their knowledge? More serious, what if they do act, but on incorrect
information?

Analyzing the use, nonuse, and misuse of facts in various cases—such as the call to impeach Bill Clinton, the
response to global warming, Clarence Thomas’s appointment to the Supreme Court, the case for invading
Iraq, beliefs about Barack Obama’s birthplace and religion, and the Affordable Care Act—Hochschild and
Einstein argue persuasively that errors of commission (that is, acting on falsehoods) are even more
troublesome than errors of omission. While citizens’ inability or unwillingness to use the facts they know in
their political decision making may be frustrating, their acquisition and use of incorrect “knowledge” pose a
far greater threat to a democratic political system.

Do Facts Matter? looks beyond individual citizens to the role that political elites play in informing,
misinforming, and encouraging or discouraging the use of accurate or mistaken information or beliefs.
Hochschild and Einstein show that if a well-informed electorate remains a crucial component of a successful
democracy, the deliberate concealment of political facts poses its greatest threat.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Taylor:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Do Facts Matter?:
Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture
Series).

Steven Parrish:

Beside this Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum
Distinguished Lecture Series) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry
if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Do Facts Matter?:
Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this
book and read it from today!

Mary Hubbard:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Do Facts Matter?: Information and
Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) as well as others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping
them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Do Facts
Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished
Lecture Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Ronny Baird:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was



given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Do Facts Matter?: Information and
Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series).
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