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Buddhism, often described as an austere religion that condemns desire, promotes denial, and idealizes the
contemplative life, actually has athriving leisure culture in Asia. Creative religious improvisations designed
by Buddhists have been produced both within and outside of monasteries across the region?in Nepal, Japan,
Korea, Macau, Hong Kong, Singapore, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam. Justin McDaniel looks at the growth of
Asid s culture of Buddhist leisure?what he calls “socially disengaged Buddhism” ?through a study of
architects responsible for monuments, museums, amusement parks, and other sites. In conversation with
noted theorists of material and visual culture and anthropol ogists of art, McDaniel argues that such sites
highlight the importance of public, leisure, and spectacle culture from a Buddhist perspective and illustrate
how “secular” and “religious,” “public” and “private,” are in many ways false binaries. Moreover, places like
Lek Wiriyaphan's Sanctuary of Truth in Thailand, Su? Tién Amusement Park in Saigon, and Shi FaZhao's
multilevel museum/ritual space/tea house in Singapore reflect a growing Buddhist ecumenism built through
repetitive affective encounters instead of didactic sermons and sectarian devel opments. They present
different Buddhist traditions, images, and aesthetic expressions as united but not uniform, collected but not
concise: Together they form a gathering, not a movement.

Despite the ingenuity of lay and ordained visionaries like Wiriyaphan and Zhao and their colleagues Kenzo
Tange, Chan-soo Park, Tadao Ando, and others discussed in this book, creators of Buddhist leisure sites
often face problems along the way. Parks and museums are complex adaptive systems that are changed and
influenced by budgets, available materials, local and global economic conditions, and visitors. Architects
must often compromise and settle at local optima, and no matter what they intend, their buildings will
develop lives of their own. Provocative and theoretically innovative, Architects of Buddhist Leisure asks
readers to question the very category of “religious’ architecture. It challenges current methodol ogical
approachesin religious studies and speaks to a broad audience interested in modern art, architecture,
religion, anthropology, and material culture.
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From reader reviews:
Jennie Miller:

The book Architects of Buddhist Leisure: Socialy Disengaged Buddhism in Asia's Museums, Monuments,
and Amusement Parks (Contemporary Buddhism) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Architects of Buddhist Leisure:
Socially Disengaged Buddhism in Asia's Museums, Monuments, and Amusement Parks (Contemporary
Buddhism)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Architects of
Buddhist Leisure: Socially Disengaged Buddhism in Asia's Museums, Monuments, and Amusement Parks
(Contemporary Buddhism) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can
look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Thersa Davenport:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Architects of Buddhist Leisure: Socially Disengaged
Buddhism in Asia's Museums, Monuments, and Amusement Parks (Contemporary Buddhism) why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. Theinside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Douglas Wyss:

The book untitled Architects of Buddhist Leisure: Socially Disengaged Buddhism in Asia's Museums,
Monuments, and Amusement Parks (Contemporary Buddhism) contain alot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you
in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Bessie Kraft:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social



including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Architects of Buddhist Leisure: Socially Disengaged Buddhism in Asia's Museums,
Monuments, and Amusement Parks (Contemporary Buddhism) when you needed it?
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