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The use of biometric technology for identification has gone from Orwellian fantasy to everyday reality. This
technology, which verifies or recognizes a person's identity based on physiological, anatomical, or
behavioral patterns (including fingerprints, retina, handwriting, and keystrokes) has been deployed for such
purposes as combating welfare fraud, screening airplane passengers, and identifying terrorists. The
accompanying controversy has pitted those who praise the technology's accuracy and efficiency against
advocates for privacy and civil liberties.

In America ldentified, Lisa Nelson investigates the complex public responses to biometric technology. She
uses societal perceptions of this particular identification technology to explore the values, beliefs, and

ideol ogies that influence public acceptance of technology. Drawing on her own extensive research with focus
groups and a national survey, Nelson finds that considerations of privacy, anonymity, trust and confidence in
institutions, and the legitimacy of paternalistic government interventions are extremely important to users
and potential users of the technology. She examines the long history of government systems of identification
and the controversies they have inspired; the effect of the information technology revolution and the events
of September 11, 2001; the normative value of privacy (as opposed to its merely legal definition); the place
of surveillance technologiesin a civil society; trust in government and distrust in the expanded role of
government; and the balance between the need for government to act to prevent harm and the possible threat
to liberty in government's actions.
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From reader reviews:
Marian Jackson:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This America ldentified:
Biometric Technology and Society (MIT Press) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in thisera.

Charles Valentine:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title America
Identified: Biometric Technology and Society (MIT Press) suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The book untitled America Identified: Biometric Technology and Society
(MIT Press)isthe main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many peoplein the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book.
This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Donald Cortes:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This America ldentified: Biometric
Technology and Saciety (MIT Press) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Richard Perkins:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update
of news. On this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you actualy.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the America I dentified: Biometric Technology and Society (MIT Press) when you
essential it?
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