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Longlisted for the 2014 National Book Award

The astonishing story of a unique missionary project—and the America it embodied—from award-winning
historian John Demos.

Near the start of the nineteenth century, as the newly established United States looked outward toward the
wider world, a group of eminent Protestant ministers formed a grand scheme for gathering the rest of
mankind into the redemptive fold of Christianity and “civilization.” Its core element was a special school for
“heathen youth” drawn from all parts of the earth, including the Pacific Islands, China, India, and,
increasingly, the native nations of North America. If all went well, graduates would return to join similar
projects in their respective homelands. For some years, the school prospered, indeed became quite famous. 
However, when two Cherokee students courted and married local women, public resolve—and
fundamental ideals—were put to a severe test. 

The Heathen School follows the progress, and the demise, of this first true melting pot through the lives of
individual students: among them, Henry Obookiah, a young Hawaiian who ran away from home and worked
as a seaman in the China Trade before ending up in New England; John Ridge, son of a powerful Cherokee
chief and subsequently a leader in the process of Indian “removal”; and Elias Boudinot, editor of the first
newspaper published by and for Native Americans. From its birth as a beacon of hope
for universal “salvation,” the heathen school descends into bitter controversy, as American racial attitudes
harden and intensify. Instead of encouraging reconciliation, the school exposes the limits of tolerance and
sets off a chain of events that will culminate tragically in the Trail of Tears. 

In The Heathen School, John Demos marshals his deep empathy and feel for the textures of history to tell a
moving story of families and communities—and to probe the very roots of American identity.  
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From reader reviews:

Eva Velasco:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age
of the Early Republic.

Gary Ackley:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age
of the Early Republic giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kenneth Poor:

This The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic is fresh way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading
this The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These
books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Rose Duprey:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the The Heathen School: A Story of Hope and Betrayal in the Age of the Early Republic
when you needed it?
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