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The best-selling author of The Shock of the New, The Fatal Shore, and Barcelona here delivers awithering
polemic aimed at the heart of recent American politics and culture.

Culture of Complaint isacall for the re-knitting of afragmented and over-tribalized America--a deeply
passionate book, filled with barbed wit and devastating takes on public life, both left and right of center. To
the right, Hughes fires broadsides at the populist demagogy of Pat Buchanan, Pat Robertson, Jesse Helms
and especially Ronald Reagan ("with somnambulistic efficiency, Reagan educated America down to his
level. He left his country alittle stupider in 1988 than it had been in 1980, and alot more tolerant of lies").
To theleft, he skewers political correctness (“political etiquette, not politicsitself"), Afrocentrism, and
academic obsessions with theory (" The world changes more deeply, widely, thrillingly than at any moment
since 1917, perhaps since 1848, and the American academic left keeps fretting about how phallocentricity is
inscribed in Dickens' portrayal of Little Nell"). PC censoriousness and "family-values' rhetoric, he argues,
are only two sides of the same character, extrusions of America's puritan heritage into the present--and, at
root, signs of America's difficulty in seeing past the end of the Us-versus-Them mentality implanted by four
decades of the Cold War.

In the long retreat from public responsibility beaten by Americain the 80s, Hughes sees "a hollowness at the
cultural core'--a nation "obsessed with therapies and filled with distrust of formal politics; skeptical of
authority and prey to superstition; its language corroded by fake pity and euphemism.” It resembles"late
Rome...in the corruption and verbosity of its senators, in its reliance on sacred geese (those feathered
ancestors of our own pollsters and spin-doctors) and in its submission to senile, deified emperors controlled
by astrologers and extravagant wives."

Culture of Complaint is fired by a deep concern for the way Hughes sees his adopted country heading. But it
isnot arelentless diatribe. If Hughes lambastes some aspects of American politics, he applauds Vaclav
Havel's vision of politics "not as the art of the useful, but politics as practical morality, as service to the
truth.” And if he denounces PC, he offers a brilliant and heartfelt defence of non-ideological multiculturalism
as an antidote to Americans difficulty in imagining the rest of the world--and other Americans.

Here, then, is an extraordinary cri de coeur, an outspoken call for the reconstruction of America's ideas about
its recent self. It isabook that everyone interested in American culture will want to read.
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From reader reviews:
MarcusLeiva:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This Culture of Complaint: The Fraying of America (Oxford American Lectures)
book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving Culture of Complaint: The Fraying of America (Oxford American Lectures) content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different available asit. So, do you even now thinking Culture of Complaint: The Fraying
of America (Oxford American Lectures) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Robert Aviles;

The book untitled Culture of Complaint: The Fraying of America (Oxford American Lectures) is the book
that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they shareto you is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Culture of Complaint: The Fraying of America (Oxford
American Lectures) from the publisher to make you more enjoy freetime.

Christine Scott:

Y ou can find this Culture of Complaint: The Fraying of America (Oxford American Lectures) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own persona ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry
to choose suitable ways for you.

Melvin Dove:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Culture of
Complaint: The Fraying of America (Oxford American Lectures).
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