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As improbable as it is inspiring, the story of one of the greatest ballerinas of the 20th century, her
fortitude and reinvention, and her journey from the Ballets Russes, Balanchine and Matisse to
international stardom.

In pre-World War I England, a frail Jewish girl – so shy she barely spoke a word until age six and so sickly
she needed to be homeschooled – is diagnosed with flat feet, knock knees and weak legs. In short order,
Lilian Alicia Marks would become a dance prodigy, the cherished baby ballerina of Sergei Diaghilev, and
the youngest ever soloist at his famed Ballets Russes. It was there that George Balanchine choreographed his
first ballet for her, Henri Matisse designed her costumes, and Igor Stravinsky taught her music - all when the
re-christened Alicia Markova was just 14. But the timid British dancer would be forced to overcome poverty,
jealousy, anti-Semitism, and prejudices against her unconventional looks to become the greatest classical
ballerina of her generation - and one of the most celebrated, self-reliant, and adventurous. A true ambassador
of ballet, Markova co-founded touring companies, traveled to the far corners of the world, and was the first
ballerina to appear on television. Given unprecedented access to Dame Markova’s intimate journals and
correspondence, Tina Sutton paints a full picture of the dancer’s astonishing life and times in 1920s Paris and
Monte Carlo, 1930s London, and wartime in New York and Hollywood. Ballet lovers and readers
everywhere will be fascinated by the story of one of the 20th century’s great artists. 60 photographs 60
photographs
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will need this The Making of Markova: Diaghilev's Baby Ballerina to Groundbreaking Icon.

Jose Callender:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Making of Markova: Diaghilev's
Baby Ballerina to Groundbreaking Icon will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or appropriate book with you?

Michael Becker:

Often the book The Making of Markova: Diaghilev's Baby Ballerina to Groundbreaking Icon has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Lynn Hardie:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Making of Markova: Diaghilev's Baby Ballerina to Groundbreaking Icon when you
essential it?
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