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In The Immaterial,French social philosopher André Gorz (1923–2007) argues, in his finely-tuned and
polemical style, that the economic boom that accelerated in the 1990s and crashed so spectacularly in 2008
was based largely on an immaterial consumption of symbols and ideas, as capitalism tried to overcome the
crisis of the formally industrial regime by throwing itself into a new, so-called knowledge economy.

In this, the last full-length theoretical work Gorz completed before his death, he argues instead for the
creation of a true knowledge economy. This economy would be based on zero-cost exchange and pooled
resources, and knowledge would be treated as humanity’s common property. Currently, in order to exploit
knowledge and turn it into capital, the capitalist enterprise privatizes specialized knowledge and claims
ownership through private licenses and copyright. But as Gorz shows, the traditional foundations of such
capitalist economics have begun to crumble because of the immaterial nature of this new form of product,
which makes it almost impossible to measure in monetary terms. The knowledge economy, Gorz declares, is
the crisis of capitalism.

Thought-provoking and divisive, The Immaterial is the perfect book for our time, as we begin to reimagine
the structures of our economic system in order to rebuild and move forward.

“It is to Gorz . . . that readers should turn for a compelling combination of sharp analysis, well-wrought
polemic, and suggestions for the future.”—Red Pepper

            “A great figure of the intellectual Left.”—Nicolas Sarkozy

            “Gorz’s intelligence strikes you at the very first glance: it is one of the nimblest, acutest intelligences
I know.”—Jean-Paul Sartre
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From reader reviews:

Carla Spiegel:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book The Immaterial (The French List) had been making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The guide The Immaterial (The French List) is not only giving you far more new information but
also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship with the book The Immaterial (The French List). You never sense lose out for
everything should you read some books.

James Walton:

The feeling that you get from The Immaterial (The French List) could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but The Immaterial (The French List) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this particular The Immaterial (The French List) instantly.

Millard Espinoza:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Immaterial (The French List) this book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Effie Steger:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Immaterial (The French
List) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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