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What is does it mean to hear music in colors, to taste voices, to see each letter of the alphabet as a different
color? These uncommon sensory experiences are examples of synesthesia, when two or more senses
cooperate in perception. Once dismissed as imagination or delusion, metaphor or drug-induced hallucination,
the experience of synesthesia has now been documented by scans of synesthetes' brains that show "crosstalk"
between areas of the brain that do not normally communicate. In The Hidden Sense, Cretien van Campen
explores synesthesia from both artistic and scientific perspectives, looking at accounts of individual
experiences, examples of synesthesia in visual art, music, and literature, and recent neurological research.

Van Campen reports that some studies define synesthesia as a brain impairment, a short circuit between two
different areas. But synesthetes cannot imagine perceiving in any other way; many claim that synesthesia
helps them in daily life. Van Campen investigates just what the function of synesthesia might be and what it
might tell us about our own sensory perceptions. He examines the experiences of individual synesthetes --
from Patrick, who sees music as images and finds the most beautiful ones spring from the music of Prince, to
the schoolgirl Sylvia, who is surprised to learn that not everyone sees the alphabet in colors as she does. And
he finds suggestions of synesthesia in the work of Scriabin, Van Gogh, Kandinsky, Nabokov, Poe, and
Baudelaire. What is synesthesia? It is not, van Campen concludes, an audiovisual performance, a literary
technique, an artistic trend, or a metaphor. It is, perhaps, our hidden sense -- a way to think visually; a key to
our own sensitivity.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blecha:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Hidden Sense: Synesthesia in Art and
Science (Leonardo Book Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Stacey Lawrence:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Hidden Sense: Synesthesia in Art and Science (Leonardo Book
Series) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of The Hidden Sense: Synesthesia in Art and Science (Leonardo Book Series) content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The Hidden Sense: Synesthesia in Art and
Science (Leonardo Book Series) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Brian Wallace:

Why? Because this The Hidden Sense: Synesthesia in Art and Science (Leonardo Book Series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Paul Horn:

The Hidden Sense: Synesthesia in Art and Science (Leonardo Book Series) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Hidden
Sense: Synesthesia in Art and Science (Leonardo Book Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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