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"Hop-Frog" (originally "Hop-Frog; Or, the Eight Chained Ourangoutangs") is a short story by American
writer Edgar Allan Poe, first published in 1849. The title character, a dwarf taken from his homeland,
becomes the jester of a king particularly fond of practical jokes. Taking revenge on the king and his cabinet
for striking his friend and fellow dwarf Trippetta, he dresses them as orangutans for a masquerade. In front
of the king's guests, Hop-Frog murders them all by setting their costumes on fire before escaping with
Trippetta. Critical analysis has suggested that Poe wrote the story as a form of literary revenge against a
woman named Elizabeth F. Ellet and her circle. The court jester Hop-Frog, "being also a dwarf and a
cripple", is the much-abused "fool" of the unnamed king. This king has an insatiable sense of humor: "he
seemed to live only for joking". Both Hop-Frog and his best friend, the dancer Trippetta (also small, but
beautiful and well-proportioned), have been stolen from their homeland and essentially function as slaves.
Because of his physical deformity, which prevents him from walking upright, the King nicknames him
"Hop-Frog". Hop-Frog reacts severely to alcohol, and though the king knows this, he forces Hop-Frog to
consume several goblets full. Trippetta begs the king to stop and, in front of seven members of his cabinet
council, he strikes her and throws another goblet of wine into her face. The powerful men laugh at the
expense of their two servants and ask Hop-Frog (who suddenly becomes sober and cheerful) for advice on an
upcoming masquerade. He suggests some very realistic costumes for the men: costumes of orangutans
chained together. The men love the idea of scaring their guests and agree to wear tight-fitting shirts and pants
saturated with tar and covered with flax. In full costume, the men are then chained together and led into the
"grand saloon" of masqueraders just after midnight. As predicted, the guests are shocked and many believe
the men to be real "beasts of some kind in reality, if not precisely ourang-outangs". Many rush for the doors
to escape, but the King has insisted the doors be locked; the keys are left with Hop-Frog. Amidst the chaos,
Hop-Frog attaches a chain from the ceiling to the chain linked around the men in costume. The chain then
pulls them up via pulley (presumably by Trippetta, who had arranged the room so) far above the crowd.
Hop-Frog puts on a spectacle so that the guests presume "the whole matter as a well-contrived pleasantry."
He claims he can identify the culprits by looking at them up close. He climbs up to their level, and holds a
torch close to the men's faces. They quickly catch fire: "In less than half a minute the whole eight ourang-
outangs were blazing fiercely, amid the shrieks of the multitude who gazed at them from below, horror-
stricken, and without the power to render them the slightest assistance." Finally, before escaping through a
sky-light with Trippetta to their home country, Hop-Frog identifies the men in costume: I now see
distinctly... what manner of people these maskers are. They are a great king and his seven privy-
councillors—a king who does not scruple to strike a defenceless girl, and his seven councillors who abet him
in the outrage. As for myself, I am simply Hop-Frog, the jester—and this is my last jest.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Kelley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers:
American Literature) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Richard Thompson:

Here thing why this specific Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers: American Literature) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as yummy as food or not. Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers: American Literature) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Hop-Frog (Tale
Blazers: American Literature). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers: American
Literature) in e-book can be your option.

Pamela Acuna:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Hop-Frog
(Tale Blazers: American Literature) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers: American Literature)is one of several books that
will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Keith Lugo:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers: American Literature), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about



yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.
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