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In this monumental book, sociologist Robert Castel reconstructs the history of what he calls "the social
question,” or the ways in which both labor and social welfare have been organized from the Middle Ages
onward to contemporary industrial society. Throughout, the author identifies two constants bearing directly
on the question of who is entitled to relief and who can be excluded: the degree of embeddednessin any
given community and the ability to work. Along this dual axis the author locates virtually the entire history
of social welfare in early-modern and contemporary Europe.

Thiswork is a systematic defense of the meaningfulness of the category of "the social,” written in the
tradition of Foucault, Durkheim, and Marx. Castel imaginatively builds on Durkheim'sinsight into the
essentially social basis of work and welfare. Castel populates his sociological framework with vivid
characterizations of the transient lives of the "disaffiliated": those colorful itinerants whose very existence
proved such athreat to the social fabric of early-modern Europe. Not surprisingly, he discovers that the cruel
and punitive measures often directed against these marginal figures are deeply implicated in the techniques
and institutions of power and social control.

The author also treats the flipside of the problem of social assistance: namely, matters of work and wage-
labor. Castel brilliantly reveals how the seemingly objective line of demarcation between able-bodied
beggars—those who are capable of work but who chose not to do so—and those who are truly disabled
becomes stretched in modernity to make room for the category of the "working poor." It isthe novel crisis
posed by those masses of population who are unable to maintain themselves by their 1abor alone that most
deeply challenges modern societies and forges recognizably modern policies of social assistance.

The author's gloss on the social question also offers us valuabl e perspectives on contemporary debates over
who should receive social assistance and whether this entitlement should be linked to the obligation to work.
Castel'srich insights and brilliant generalizations are invaluable for anyone concerned with what he
describes as the "new socia question™ of work and social welfare in contemporary society.
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From reader reviews:
Maria Lacher:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually From Manual Workersto Wage Laborers:
Transformation of the Social Question why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to
the content will not disappoint an individual. Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Y our reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Sam Current:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of timeto read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. From Manual Workers to Wage Laborers: Transformation of the Social Question can be your
answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Michael Sweet:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This From Manual Workers to Wage
Laborers: Transformation of the Social Question is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. And
so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Fix:

This From Manual Workersto Wage Laborers: Transformation of the Social Question is completely new
way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this From Manual Workers to Wage Laborers: Transformation of the Social Question can
be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books acquireitself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
thereis not any in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So, don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.



Download and Read Online From Manual Workersto Wage
L aborers. Transformation of the Social Question Robert Castel
#6X7TUHKANCVO



Read From Manual Workersto Wage L aborers: Transfor mation of
the Social Question by Robert Castel for online ebook

From Manua Workers to Wage Laborers: Transformation of the Social Question by Robert Castel Free PDF
dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read From Manual Workers to Wage Laborers: Transformation of the Social
Question by Robert Castel books to read online.

Online From Manual Workersto Wage Laborers: Transfor mation of the Social
Question by Robert Castel ebook PDF download

From Manual Workersto Wage Laborers: Transformation of the Social Question by Robert Castel
Doc

From Manual Workersto Wage Laborers. Transformation of the Social Question by Robert Castel M obipocket

From Manual Workersto Wage Laborers: Transformation of the Social Question by Robert Castel EPub



