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In Brazil, the country with the largest population of African descent in the Americas, the idea of race
underwent a dramatic shift in the first half of the twentieth century. Brazilian authorities, who had considered
race abiological fact, began to view it as a cultural and environmental condition. Jerry Dévila explores the
significance of thistransition by looking at the history of the Rio de Janeiro school system between 1917 and
1945. He demonstrates how, in the period between the world wars, the dramatic proliferation of socia policy
initiativesin Brazil was subtly but powerfully shaped by beliefs that racially mixed and nonwhite Brazilians
could be symbolically, if not physically, whitened through changes in culture, habits, and health.

Providing a unique historical perspective on how racial attitudes move from élite discourse into people's
lives, Diploma of Whiteness shows how public schools promoted the idea that whites were inherently fit and
those of African or mixed ancestry were necessarily in need of remedial attention. Analyzing primary
material—including school system records, teacher journals, photographs, private letters, and unpublished
documents—Daévila traces the emergence of racially coded hiring practices and student-tracking policies as
well as the development of a social and scientific philosophy of eugenics. He contends that the
implementation of the various policiesintended to “improve’ nonwhites institutionalized subtle barriers to
their equitable integration into Brazilian society.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Blue:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asit is known to
us that book is very important usually. The book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil,
1917-1945 ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in
Brazil, 1917-1945 is not only giving you alot more new information but aso to become your friend when
you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with al the
book Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945. Y ou never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Roseann Flowers:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get awide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Diploma of
Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Eddie Horton:

This Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 is fresh way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Diploma of
Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them fedl tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereisno in reading a reserve especialy this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Terri Brown:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Diploma of Whiteness: Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 when you



desired it?
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