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Valentinus was a popular, influential, and controversial early Christian teacher. His school flourished in the
second and third centuries C.E. Yet because his followers ascribed the creation of the visible world not to a
supreme God but to an inferior and ignorant Creator-God, they were from early on accused of heresy, and
rumors were spread of their immorality and sorcery.

Beyond Gnosticism suggests that scholars approach Valentinians as an early Christian group rather than as a
representative of ancient "Gnosticism"-a term notoriously difficult to define. The study shows that
Valentinian myths of origin are filled with references to lifestyle (such as the control of emotions), the
Christian community, and society, providing students with ethical instruction and new insights into their
position in the world. While scholars have mapped the religio-historical and philosophical backgrounds of
Valentinian myth, they have yet to address the significance of these mythmaking practices or emphasize the
practical consequences of Valentinians' theological views. In this groundbreaking study, Ismo Dunderberg
provides a comprehensive portrait of a group hounded by other Christians after Christianity gained a
privileged position in the Roman Empire.

Valentinians displayed a keen interest in mythmaking and the interpretation of myths, spinning complex tales
about the origin of humans and the world. As this book argues, however, Valentinian Christians did not teach
"myth for myth's sake." Rather, myth and practice were closely intertwined. After a brief introduction to the
members of the school of Valentinus and the texts they left behind, Dunderberg focuses on Valentinus's
interpretation of the biblical creation myth, in which the theologian affirmed humankind's original
immortality as a present, not lost quality and placed a special emphasis on the "frank speech" afforded to
Adam by the supreme God. Much like ancient philosophers, Valentinus believed that the divine Spirit
sustained the entire cosmic chain and saw evil as originating from conspicuous "matter."

Dunderberg then turns to other instances of Valentinian mythmaking dominated by ethical concerns. For
example, the analysis and therapy of emotions occupy a prominent place in different versions of the myth of
Wisdom's fall, proving that Valentinians, like other educated early Christians, saw Christ as the healer of
emotions. Dunderberg also discusses the Tripartite Tractate, the most extensive account to date of
Valentinian theology, and shows how Valentinians used cosmic myth to symbolize the persecution of the
church in the Roman Empire and to create a separate Christian identity in opposition to the Greeks and the
Jews.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Seavey:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Beyond
Gnosticism: Myth, Lifestyle, and Society in the School of Valentinus suitable to you? The book was written
by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Beyond Gnosticism: Myth, Lifestyle, and Society
in the School of Valentinusis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this book.

Laura Hill:

This Beyond Gnosticism: Myth, Lifestyle, and Society in the School of Valentinus is fresh way for you who
has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Beyond Gnosticism:
Myth, Lifestyle, and Society in the School of Valentinus can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Gale Velez:

You can get this Beyond Gnosticism: Myth, Lifestyle, and Society in the School of Valentinus by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Richard Jimenez:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Beyond Gnosticism: Myth, Lifestyle, and
Society in the School of Valentinus to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to



like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Beyond Gnosticism: Myth, Lifestyle, and Society in the
School of Valentinus can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of this time.
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