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The Muslim thinker al-Ghazali (d. 1111) was one of the most influential theologians and philosophers of
Islam and has been considered an authority in both Western and Islamic philosophical traditions. Born in
northeastern Iran, he held the most prestigious academic post in Islamic theology in Baghdad, only to
renounce the position and teach at small schools in the provinces for no money. His contributions to Islamic
scholarship range from responding to the challenges of Aristotelian philosophy to creating a new type of
Islamic mysticism and integrating both these traditions-falsafa and Sufism-into the Sunni mainstream.
This book offers a comprehensive study of al-Ghazali's life and his understanding of cosmology-how God
creates things and events in the world, how human acts relate to God's power, and how the universe is
structured. Frank Griffel presents a serious revision of traditional views on al-Ghazali, showing that his most
important achievement was the creation of a new rationalist theology in which he transformed the
Aristotelian views of thinkers such as Avicenna to accord with intellectual currents that were well-
established within Muslim theological discourse. Using the most authoritative sources, including reports
from al-Ghazali's students, his contemporaries, and his own letters, Griffel reconstructs every stage in a
turbulent career. The al-Ghazali that emerges offers many surprises, particularly on his motives for leaving
Baghdad and the nature of his "seclusion" afterwards. Griffel demonstrates that al-Ghazali intended to create
a new cosmology that moved away from concerns held earlier by Muslim theologians and Arab
philosophers. This new theology aimed to provide a framework for the pursuit of the natural sciences and a
basis for Islamic science and philosophy to flourish beyond the 12th century.

Al-Ghazali's Philosophical Theology is the most thorough examination to date of this important thinker.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Campfield:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Al-Ghazali's Philosophical Theology book
since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Rosemary Taylor:

Often the book Al-Ghazali's Philosophical Theology will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book
very suited to you. The book Al-Ghazali's Philosophical Theology is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Carlos McNerney:

Precisely why? Because this Al-Ghazali's Philosophical Theology is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Ann Mickey:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. Al-Ghazali's Philosophical Theology can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short time problems.
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