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A firsthand account of how the Bush administration mismanaged its Afghan campaign, A Vulcan's Tale
shines new and important light on the events and people behind the headlines in the immediate years
following the September 11 attacks.

The"Vulcans," so named by Condoleezza Rice, were eight foreign policy experts who advised George W.
Bush during his 2000 presidential campaign. After Bush assumed the presidency, the Vulcans hel ped shape
the administration's foreign policy following 9/11, including the military operationsin Afghanistan and Iraqg.
All were veterans of past administrations, having served under either Ronald Reagan or George H. W. Bush,
and they included among their ranks Dov Zakheim. Made comptroller and chief financial officer for the
Department of Defense in 2001, Zakheim was also named the DoD's coordinator for Afghan civilian
reconstruction in 2002.

In A Vulcan's Tale, Zakheim draws on his own participation and intimate knowledge to analyze how the
United States missed critical opportunities while it struggled to manage two wars, particularly the seemingly
endless endeavor in Afghanistan. In his view, the Bush administration's disappointing results in Afghanistan
were partly attributable to the enormity of the challenges, certainly. But flawed leadership and deficiencies of
management, understanding, and forethought all played their parts as well.

The power of the purse proved to be especialy damaging. The Office of Management and Budget was slow
to fund Defense's efforts at the outset of the Afghan conflict and then inadequately funded the State
Department and the U.S. Agency for International Development, casting the die for several additional years
of conflict. Theinvasion of Iraq siphoned off critical resources for Afghanistan, thereby further complicating
that country's reconstruction.

Even with public policy of the highest order, the devil still lurked in the details, as the DoD's "money man”
was soon to discover while he struggled to fund and manage the reconstruction of civilian Afghanistan. A
Vulcan's Tale is an authoritative, candid but fair account of how awise and admirable goal can be waylaid
by insufficient funding and ineffective coordination, with the result of faulty—or, at best,

incompl ete—implementation.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Parrish:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush
Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or
reading any book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Beatrice Raybon:

The book A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan
has alot info on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Beth Kelly:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra A Vulcan's
Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan.

Nicholas Schindler:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush
Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan to make your personal reading is interesting.
Y our own skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especialy. It isto be
initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide A Vulcan's Tale: How the
Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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