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Presented as the authentic testimony of the disenfranchised, the colonized, and the oppressed, testimonio has
in the last two decades emerged as one of the most significant genres of Latin America’s post-boom
literature. In the political battles that have taken place around the formation of the canon, the testimonio
holds a special place: no other single genre of literature has taken up such a large part of current debate.
Initially hailed in the 1970s as a genuine form of resistance literature, testimonio has since undergone a
significant change in its critical reception. The essays in The Real Thing analyze the testimonio, its history,
and its place in contemporary consciousness.
Although the literature of testimony arose on the margins of institutional power and its ends were in large
part political change, the canonization of testimonio by the academic Left has moved it from margin to
center, ironically bringing about the institutionalization of its transgressive and counter-hegemonic qualities.
Discussing Latin American works ranging from Salvadorian writer Roque Dalton’s Miguel Marmol to I . . .
Rigoberta Menchu, a work that earned its author a Nobel Prize, this collection explores how critical writing
about testimonio has turned into discourse about the institution of academia, the canon, postmodernism and
postcolonialism, and the status of Latin American studies generally.

Contributors. John Beverley, Santiago Colás, Georg M. Gugelberger, Barbara Harlow, Fredric Jameson,
Alberto Moreiras, Margaret Randall, Javier Sanjines, Elzbieta Sklodowska, Doris Sommer, Gareth Williams,
George Yúdice, Marc Zimmerman
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Real Thing:
Testimonial Discourse and Latin America? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Rene Pina:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Real Thing:
Testimonial Discourse and Latin America book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Vickie Flores:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and Latin America as the daily
resource information.

Michael Clements:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and
Latin America or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and Latin America to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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