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Life Before Birth provides a coherent framework for addressing bioethical issues in which the moral status
of embryos and fetuses is relevant. It is based on the "interest view" which ascribes moral standing to beings
with interests, and connects the possession of interests with the capacity for conscious awareness or
sentience. The theoretical framework is applied to ethical and legal topics, including abortion, prenatal torts,
wrongful life, the crime of feticide, substance abuse by pregnant women, compulsory cesareans, assisted
reproduction, and stem cell research. Along the way, difficult philosophical problems, such as identity and
the non-identity problem are thoroughly explored. The book will be of interest not only to philosophers, but
also physicians, lawyers, policy makers, and anyone perplexed by the many difficulties surrounding the
unborn.

"Bonnie Steinbock's excellent book is . . . consistent, thoroughgoing, and intelligible." --Nature

"Steinbock's book is valuable for all interested in the ethical/legal issues surrounding abortion, prenatal
injury and liability, maternal-fetal conflict, and fetal/embryo research. The author provides an excellent
historical overview of these issues, but she also addresses the issues from the stance of a particular theory of
moral status, namely, interest theory. This gives coherence to her discussion as well as allowing testing of
the viability of interest theory."
--Choice

"A focused, lucid, analytically fine-grained discussion of a wide variety of problems. . . extremely useful as a
survey of the current state of the debate." --Religious Studies Review

"Merits serious consideration by physicians. Steinbock's interests-based approach treats all questions as open
-- another and most welcome breath of fresh air." -New England Journal of Medicine

"An extremely valuable contribution to the literature. The author carefully identifies the many bioethical
issues to which the status of embryos and fetuses is relevant....She thoroughly reviews the extensive medical,
bioethical, and legal literature on all of these issues, offering well-developed critiques of many standard
positions. She articulates and thoughtfully defends interesting positions on all of theses topics. Anyone with
an interest in these issues will learn a great deal from her knowledgeable and judicious treatment of them." --
The Journal of Clinical Ethics
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

The event that you get from Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second
Edition is the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal
Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of
Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition instantly.

Wayne Hause:

This Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition tend to be
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Life Before Birth: The
Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition can be one of many great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Life Before Birth: The Moral
and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Carmen Hamm:

This Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition is new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading
a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Anne Corchado:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal



Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status
of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of that time.
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