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What is the largest number less than 1?

If x and y are any of two different positive numbers, which islarger, x2 + y2 or 2xy?

What do you get if you cross a cube and an octahedron?

Discover the surprising answers as David Wells conclusively proves that: you Are a mathematician
Praise for David Wells's

The Penguin Dictionary of Curious and Interesting Numbers.

"Thisisafascinating, strange, and probably unique book, one that | will look at again and again. As soon as
| had taken agood look at it, | went out and bought three more copiesto giveto friends." —New Scientist.

"David Wells's book about curious and interesting numbersisaquirky classic." —William Dunham Author,
Journey Through Genius.

Areyou on friendly terms with numbers? Y ou will be after reading this delightful introduction to the
fascinating and challenging world of mathematics. Bestselling author David Wells, a Cambridge math
scholar and former teacher, explores the many patterns, properties —and problems —associated with
numbers in awitty, thoroughly engaging style that is both entertaining and informative. Whether you are a
math aficionado or whether you, as the author putsit, "panic and start sweating at the sight of asum," Wells
makes one point abundantly clear: Y ou Are a Mathematician.

From basic arithmetic to algebraic equations, from the purely practical to the abstract, thisisan ideal guide
to the potential and pleasures of math. Surprising patterns emerge from the simplest groupings of numbers.
The many secrets hidden inside of triangles are revealed, as are the origins of a host of mathematical theories
and principles, from Aristotle to Euclid and Galileo. On ajourney from the ancient Greeks to quantum
theory, Wells shares intriguing anecdotes from history, such as how eighteenth-century European military
commanders calculated how many cannonballs their enemies had stacked up next to their cannons.

David Wellsinvites us to discover the sense of wonder and fun that is so much a part of mathematics.
Mathematical thinking is often very much like a game, relying on cunning tactics, deep strategy, and brilliant
combinations as much as on observation, analogy, and informed guesswork. To illustrate, Wellsincludes
over 100 brainteasing puzzles and problems, ranging from Ptolemy's theorem to Euler's famous solution to
the Konigsberg bridge problem and Koch's snowflake curve. Modern-day computer buffs will also enjoy the
underground classic, the Game of Life, invented by Princeton mathematician John Conway.

Offering a comprehensive and stimulating look at the myriad aspects of mathematics —whether asa
household helper or an invaluable tool of science —Y ou Are a Mathematician covers awide range of topics
and applications. It is an ideal guide to the potential and pleasuresto be found in math.
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From reader reviews:
Corey Gardner:

Book is usualy written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Y ou Are aMathematician: A Wise and Witty
Introduction to the Joy of Numbers will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book
with you?

Nancy Garcia:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
timeto be read. You Are a Mathematician: A Wise and Witty Introduction to the Joy of Numbers can be
your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Nadine Taylor:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Y ou Are a Mathematician: A Wise
and Witty Introduction to the Joy of Numbersis simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actua printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Nor ma Eberhart:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Y ou Are aMathematician: A Wise and Witty Introduction to the Joy of Numbers when you
desired it?
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