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This volume in the Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes contains A dialogue between a
philosopher and a student, of the common laws of England, edited by Alan Cromartie, supplemented by the
important fragment on the issue of regal succession, "Questions relative to Hereditary Right", discovered and
edited by Quentin Skinner.

The former work is the last of Hobbes's major political writings. As a critique of common law by a great
philosopher, it should be essential reading for anybody interested in English political thought or legal theory.
Although it was written when Hobbes was at least eighty, it is a lively piece of work that goes beyond a
recapitulation of earlier Hobbesian doctrines, not least in applying his central ideas to the details of the
English constitution. This edition supplies the extensive annotation on matters of legal and historical detail
that is required by non-specialist readers; it also assists students by offering cross-references to other
treatises. Cromartie's introduction is an authoritative account of seventeenth-century thinking about the
common law and of Hobbes's shifting attitudes towards it. It has often been suspected that the book was
motivated by fear of being burned for heresy. Cromartie disentangles the complex evidence (scattered across
a number of late works) that documents this fear's development, and shows why the philosopher's acute
anxieties eventually led him to write a legal treatise. In clarifying these questions, the edition casts fresh light
upon his attitude to law and sovereignty.
The second piece takes the form of a question put to Hobbes about the right of succession under hereditary
monarchies, together with Hobbes's response. The question is in the handwriting of the fourth Earl of
Devonshire, the son of the third Earl, whom Hobbes had tutored in the 1630s. He asks Hobbes whether an
heir can be excluded if he is incapable of protecting his prospective subjects. The question of "exclusion"
became the most burning issue in English politics in the course of 1679, when a bill to exclude the future
James II was introduced into the House of Commons. Hobbes answers with a robust defence of hereditary
right, in the course of which he also makes some important general observations about the concept of a right.
The manuscript is also of special interest as it constitutes Hobbes's last word on politics. It was almost
certainly written in the summer of 1679, less than six months before Hobbes's death.
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From reader reviews:

Courtney Cook:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common
Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes) book as basic and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Brooke Gafford:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Thomas Hobbes: Writings on
Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

John Hill:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list is actually Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right
(Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book
you can get many advantages.

Tracy Brown:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common
Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is
to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the guide Thomas Hobbes:
Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes) can to
be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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