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The Poetics of Transition examines the connection between American pragmatism and literary modernism
by focusing on the concept of transition as a theme common to both movements. Jonathan Levin begins with
the Emersonian notion that transition—the movement from one state or condition to another or, alternately,
the figural enactment of that movement—is infused with power. He then offers a revisionary reading of the
pragmatists’ view of the permeability of subjective and objective realms and of how American literary
modernists stage this permeability in the language and form of their writing.
Levin draws on the pragmatist and neopragmatist writings of William James, John Dewey, George
Santayana, Richard Rorty, and Cornel West to illuminate the work of modernist literature. In turn, he
illuminates the poetic imperatives of pragmatism by tracing the ways in which Henry James, Gertrude Stein,
and Wallace Stevens capture the moment of transition—a paradoxical moment that, once it is represented in
language or art, requires its own perpetual overcoming. Throughout, he explores how modernist writers, who
are masters at recording such “illegible” moments of transition in their poetry and prose, significantly
contribute to an expanded understanding of pragmatism and its underlying aesthetics. By linking Emerson
with the progressive philosophy of turn-of-the-century pragmatism and the experimentation of American
literary modernism, Levin offers new insight into Emerson’s lasting influence on later American
philosophers, novelists, and poets.
The Poetics of Transition will interest scholars and students in the fields of literary criticism, neopragmatism,
literary modernism, and American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Davis:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Poetics of Transition:
Emerson, Pragmatism, and American Literary Modernism (New Americanists). All type of book is it
possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Harry Dwyer:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Poetics of Transition: Emerson,
Pragmatism, and American Literary Modernism (New Americanists) can be the answer, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Stacie Logan:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is usually The Poetics of Transition: Emerson, Pragmatism, and American
Literary Modernism (New Americanists). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Cheryl Edgerly:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
The Poetics of Transition: Emerson, Pragmatism, and American Literary Modernism (New Americanists).
You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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