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The powerful story of a soldier who lost his memory and identity, and of a people in mourning who found in
him their own missing men

In February 1918, a derelict soldier was discovered wandering the railway station in Lyon, France. With no
memory of his name or past, no identifying possessions, marks, or documents, the soldier-given the name
Anthelme Mangin-was sent to an asylum for the insane. When, after the Great War ended, the authorities
placed the soldier's image in advertisements to locate his family, hundreds of "relatives" claimed him-as their
father, son, husband, or brother who had failed to return from the front.

Marshaling a vast array of original material, from letters and newspaper articles to accounts of battlefield
deaths, hospital reports, and police files, French historian Jean-Yves Le Naour meticulously re-creates the
long-forgotten story of the single soldier who came to stand for a lost generation. With humane sympathy
and the skill of a novelist, Le Naour recounts the twenty-year court battles waged by the families competing
to take the amnesiac soldier home. In the process, he portrays not just the fate of one individual but the rank
and file's experience in the trenches and an entire nation's great and inconsolable grief following a war that
consumed the lives of one million men.

Dramatic, taut, and powerfully relevant to our own times, this heartrending history depicts the pain and
turmoil of a society that, without bodies to bury, is caught between holding on and letting go.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

The knowledge that you get from The Living Unknown Soldier: A Story of Grief and the Great War may be
the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Living Unknown Soldier: A Story of Grief
and the Great War giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this specific The Living Unknown Soldier: A Story of Grief and the Great War instantly.

Walter Cornwell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Living
Unknown Soldier: A Story of Grief and the Great War.

Robert Hightower:

The e-book with title The Living Unknown Soldier: A Story of Grief and the Great War contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

John Wiser:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. The Living Unknown Soldier: A Story of Grief and the Great War can be your answer given it can be
read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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