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The names of places, the names that people give to the land, the rivers, the towns, and the cities, contain
miniature history lessons, stories wrapped up in a few words. Naming a place is a way of connecting to it and
making it more familar. An important aspect of identity, place names honor the past, telling who came before
us, and they speak to the future, telling of our hopes and ambitions. And sometimes, they're simply products
of our whimsy.

From Big Bird Lake to Cucumber Island, Big Stone to Wanamingo, Puposky Township to the Zumbro River,
thousands of discoveries await the reader of Minnesota Place Names: A Geographical Encyclopedia. Newly
revised, expanded, and updated, this classic book tells the stories behind more than 20,000 names of the
towns and cities, townships and counties, lakes and rivers of the North Star state.

This comprehensive volume is a browser's delight and a rich reference for historians, linguists, geographers,
folklorists, genealogists, and those interested in the origin of place names. It includes tales for such curious
place names as Embarrass and Sleepy Eye, Bemidji and Climax, the Rum River and Man Trap Lake. Did
you know that the Rat Root River was named for the roots that fed muskrats that populated its banks, or that
Winona is the Dakota word for "first-born daughter"?

Published originally in 1920 as the culmination of Warren Upham's lifetime of collecting Minnesota
minutiae, this book is a remarkable achievement and classic of Minnesota history. For this revised edition,
the staff of the Minnesota Historical Society combed recent literature and databases to update entries and add
new names.

In this handsome new edition, Minnesota Place Names captures much of the lost lore of familiar places and
of towns that have disappeared—and of the people who made the state what it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

This Minnesota Place Names: A Geographical Encyclopedia book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This Minnesota Place Names: A Geographical Encyclopedia without we know teach the one who
examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Minnesota Place Names: A
Geographical Encyclopedia can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Minnesota Place Names: A
Geographical Encyclopedia having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Richard Sims:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you is
Minnesota Place Names: A Geographical Encyclopedia this publication consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Edward Crosley:

Beside this particular Minnesota Place Names: A Geographical Encyclopedia in your phone, it may give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Minnesota Place Names: A Geographical Encyclopedia because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this
point!

Joel Connolly:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Minnesota Place Names: A
Geographical Encyclopedia or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly



great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Minnesota Place Names: A Geographical Encyclopedia to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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