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America's finest eighteenth-century student of political science, John Adams is also the least studied of the
Revolution's key figures. By the time he became our second president, no American had written more about
our government and not even Jefferson or Madison had read as widely about questions of human nature,
natural right, political organization, and constitutional construction. Yet this staunch constitutionalist is
perceived by many as having become reactionary in his later years and his ideas have been largely
disregarded.

In the first major work on Adams's political thought in over thirty years, C. Bradley Thompson takes issue
with the notion that Adams's thought is irrelevant to the development of American ideas. Focusing on
Adams's major writings, Thompson elucidates and reevaluates his political and constitutional thought by
interpreting it within the tradition of political philosophy stretching from Plato to Montesquieu.

This major revisionist study shows that the distinction Adams drew between "principles of liberty" and
"principles of political architecture" is central to his entire political philosophy. Thompson first chronicles
Adams's conceptualization of moral and political liberty during his confrontation with American Loyalists
and British imperial officers over the true nature of justice and the British Constitution, illuminating Adams's
two most important pre-Revolutionary essays, "A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law" and "The
Letters of Novanglus." He then presents Adams's debate with French philosophers over the best form of
government and provides an extended analysis of his Defence of the Constitutions of Government and
Discourses on Davila to demonstrate his theory of political architecture.

From these pages emerges a new John Adams. In reexamining his political thought, Thompson reconstructs
the contours and influences of Adams's mental universe, the ideas he challenged, the problems he considered
central to constitution-making, and the methods of his reasoning. Skillfully blending history and political
science, Thompson's work shows how the spirit of liberty animated Adams's life and reestablishes this
forgotten Revolutionary as an independent and important thinker.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that John Adams and the Spirit of Liberty book
as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Clifford Ranger:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this John Adams and the Spirit of Liberty
e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt John Adams and the Spirit of Liberty as good
book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its
deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Patricia Skinner:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for you is John Adams and the Spirit of Liberty this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Brett Baker:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely John Adams and the Spirit of Liberty. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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