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For many years, Roger Brown and his colleagues have studied the devel oping language of pre-school
children--the language that ultimately will permit them to understand themselves and the world around them.
This longitudinal research project records the conversational performances of three children, studying both
semantic and grammatical aspects of their language devel opment.

These core findings are related to recent work in psychology and linguistics--and especialy to studies of the
acquisition of languages other than English, including Finnish, German, Korean, and Samoan. Roger Brown
has written the most exhaustive and searching analysis yet undertaken of the early stages of grammatical
constructions and the meanings they convey.

The five stages of linguistic development Brown establishes are measured not by chronological age-since
children vary greatly in the speed at which their speech develops--but by mean length of utterance. This
volume treats the first two stages.

Stage | is the threshold of syntax, when children begin to combine words to make sentences. These
sentences, Brown shows, are always limited to the same small set of semantic relations: nomination,
recurrence, disappearance, attribution, possession, agency, and afew others.

Stage I is concerned with the modulations of basic structural meanings--modulations for number, time,
aspect, specificity--through the gradual acquisition of grammatical morphemes such as inflections,
prepositions, articles, and case markers. Fourteen morphemes are studied in depth and it is shown that the
order of their acquisition is amost identical across children and is predicted by their relative semantic and
grammatical complexity.

It is, ultimately, the intent of thiswork to focus on the nature and devel opment of knowledge: knowledge
concerning grammar and the meanings coded by grammar; knowledge inferred from performance, from
sentences and the settings in which they are spoken, and from signs of comprehension or incomprehension of
sentences.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Pisano:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book A First Language: The Early Stages (Penguin
education). Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book A First Language: The Early Stages (Penguin education). Y ou can add information and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Amy Zambrano:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name A First Language: The
Early Stages (Penguin education) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled A First Language: The Early Stages (Penguin education)is the main of
several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world in this book.

LyleMorales:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A First Language: The Early Stages (Penguin
education), it is possible to enjoy bath. It is great combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of
hangout typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on itsidentified as
reading friends.

Jeff Keenan:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book A First Language: The Early Stages (Penguin education) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book A First
Language: The Early Stages (Penguin education). Y ou can more appealing than now.
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